
  
 Unfortunately, in Woodmoor,  the noxious weed problem, particularly knapweed, continues to get worse each year.  It 
can be seen in almost every area of Woodmoor and the surrounding communities.  Where we used to see natural prairie 
grass and wildflowers, we now see knapweed.   We need every resident to do their part to help control the spread of noxious 
weeds that are destroying the natural beauty of our community.  We challenge every resident to go on a “crusade” against un-
wanted weeds and, as a minimum, control them in and around your property and immediate vicinity.  If we all “pull” our weight, 
we can help reduce the spread of these nuisance weeds and  greatly improve the natural beauty of our community.  
 
 As a quick and easy reference, we have gathered information and photos from various websites in this document to 
help you recognize each of the noxious weeds you will find in Woodmoor.  Hopefully, the additional photos will help you rec-
ognize the weeds you may have on your property. 
 
To inform the county of any noxious weed problem, please call 523-7658. 
 
To learn more about what these and other noxious weeds look like, we encourage you to visit any of the following websites:  
 
El Paso County Forestry and Noxious Weed Division 
http://adm.elpasoco.com/ForNoxWd/default.asp   
 
Colorado Weed Management Association 
http://www.cwma.org/noxious_weeds.html 
 
Colorado State University—Colorado Environmental Pesticide Education Program—Noxious Weed Information 
http://www.colostate.edu/Depts/SoilCrop/extension/CEPEP/noxious.htm 
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 Myrtle spurge is highly invasive ornamental plant that is popular in xeriscapes and rock gardens in residential areas of Colorado. This 
plant is rapidly expanding into sensitive ecosystems, displacing native vegetation and reducing forage for wildlife. 
 It is a low-growing perennial with trailing stems of fleshy blue-green alternate leaves. Flowers are inconspicuous, surrounded by yel-
low-green flower-like bracts that appear from March to May. Myrtle spurge reproduces only by seed and is capable of projecting seeds up to 
15 feet. 
 This plant exudes toxic, milky latex, which can cause severe skin irritations (dermatitis, burns and/or blisters).  Wearing gloves, long 
sleeves, and shoes is highly recommended when in contact with Myrtle spurge, as all plant parts are considered poisonous. 
 Alternatives to planting Myrtle spurge include native plants such as Sulphur flower (Erigonum umbellatum) or Kinnikinnick 
(Artcostaphylos uva-ursi).  
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