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Jim Woodman, Forestry 

Ponderosa Pine Ecosystem 

As reported in the December newsletter, we have a serious problem with Mountain Pine Beetles (MPB) in Woodmoor. The photo 
here shows an infested tree with “Killer Tree” orange flagging. It shows a MPB pitch tube that was formed after the tree was flagged. 
This flag label is misleading because the beetles inside the tree are the killers, not the unwilling host tree that was forced to nurture and 
shelter beetles for 11 months. 

This and similar infested pine trees in Woodmoor will show sudden and 
rapid discoloration of their needles from April to July. Although the needles are 
now green, the trees are physiologically dead and no growth processes can oc-
cur. The developing larvae that killed them will remain under the bark until they 
become adult beetles and are ready to emerge and infest new trees. It is very 
important to recognize that MPBs live in trees with brown needles. These trees 
are still “killer trees” and the beetles can live and mature in them for many 
months after they look dead. 

Last year, MPBs attacked and successfully infested trees between July to 
November. Although 98% of these trees are now dead, they still have green nee-
dles. If they are not cut down and properly disposed of before July, their “killer” 
residents will emerge and infest new trees within a mile from where they are 
born. 

Unfortunately, nothing can be done to save trees that have been infested by 
MPBs. Nothing can be done to prevent the beetles from leaving these trees except to cut the trees and interrupt their life cycle. Once 
they have bored into a tree’s bark, no pesticide can reach them. 

Owners with high value trees can protect them with a preventive spray. The best time for this is between May 1 to July 1. The rec-
ommended chemical is carbaryl (trade name Sevin). The bark of these trees should be saturated with the spray. Power sprayers are 
recommended. Because spraying is relatively expensive most people only do it on selected trees with high aesthetic or special values. 

Some Frequently asked Questions About Mountain Pine Beetles 
(The Colorado State Forest Service provides the answers to the following common questions.) 
Q.     Do MPBs attack species of trees other than ponderosa pine? 
A.     Yes. In Colorado, they normally attack ponderosa, lodgepole, and limber pines. Some ornamental pines such as Scots and Aus-
trian pines may be attacked under special circumstances. 
Q.     Was our winter weather cold enough to kill the beetles and end last year’s epidemic? 
A.     It is not likely. MPBs produce their own “anti-freeze” compounds that protect them from all but our coldest weather. If the below-
the-bark temperatures reached –4 F for a few continuous days, some of the beetles may be killed. This temperature usually requires an 
outside temperature of –30 F. (Our temperatures have been warmer than this so far.) 
Q.     Are pitch tubes reliable indicators of successful attack? - - How many pitch tubes indicate that a tree will probably die? 
A.There is no preset number of pitch tubes that indicate a successful attack. People experienced in detecting MPB trees can look at the 
shape, pattern, color and other pitch tube features and say with 75% certainty whether an attack was successful or not. For most peo-
ple, the message conveyed by seeing pitch tubes should be “beetles visited this tree.”   
Large trees growing in moist soil conditions with 100’s of pitch tubes might survive. Reddish pitch tubes are more likely to indicate suc-
cessful attacks than white ones. The bigger and runnier the pitch tubes, the more likely that it was an unsuccessful attack. 
Q.     How reliable is blue stain as an indicator that MPBs have infested a tree? 
A.     While MPBs are overwhelmingly the most common source of bluestain in large pine trunkwood, other beetles and some types of 
insects and mites can be responsible also. The other insects that spread this fungi are Ips, red turpentine, and roundheaded pine bee-
tles. 
Q.    Why must wood from trees with live MPB be chipped up or removed from Woodmoor? Why can’t I cut them up and use 

them as firewood next winter? 
A.       Developing larvae and adult beetles can live many months in logs from infested trees. If they are present in this wood, they 
will eventually emerge to attack new trees. The safest disposal methods are to chip them up or carry the wood to a location that is 
at least one mile away from any pine trees. 

Q.    What are the natural enemies of Mountain Pine Beetle and why don’t they keep them in check? 
A.    MPBs are preyed upon and parasitized by a host of other organisms. The most important birds are woodpeckers especially the 

Hairy, Downy and Three-toed Woodpeckers. A group of other beetles, flies, and wasps also seek and destroy MPB larvae within 
galleries. Together they are important organisms that help regulate MPB populations and bring an end to epidemics.  

 
You are greatly encouraged to contact the Woodmoor office (488-2693) and request that someone inspect your trees for MPBs and 

give you appropriate advice. We have over 20 trained volunteers (called Tree Monitors) who provide this free service. 
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         Now that Spring is beginning to poke its head up out of the snow, it is time to think 
about improving the health of our trees with thinning and controlling other vegetation 
around our homes that makes them vulnerable to a wildfire. The last time that a fire 
burned trees in Woodmoor was in 1950. Some forest service officials believe that we are 
overdue and could have one at any time. The most likely cause of a fire would be from 
late summer lightning storms that hit a standing dead tree or house. 
Although we cannot know if or when a wildfire might occur in Woodmoor, there are many 
things that owners can do to minimize the impacts of one before it starts. Without ques-
tion, homes with wooden or shake roofs have the highest risk for ignitions from burning 

embers and intense heat from trees on fire. Replacing a shake roof with a fire resistant shingle roof may make the greatest reduction 
in risk for these owners. 

For forested homeowners with fire resistant roofs, the greatest risk reduction will come from controlling the density and spacing of 
trees and shrubs around their houses. Studies of large forest fires on wooded communities have shown that houses with fire resistant 
roofs and 30 to 50 feet of separation from dense forests have a 75 to 90 percent probability of surviving major wildfire. 

The science-based strategy for controlling and maintaining the vegetation around homes in the “wildland-urban” interface is 
called “defensible space.” In Colorado, the defensible space guidelines are applied according to concentric zones around homes. The 
numbers and nearness of trees and shrubs in these zones determine how wildfires will behave and may ignite them. 

The defensible zones used in the state and Woodmoor are illustrated by the drawing above. Zone 1 is the area extending 15 feet 
out from the house including decks, fences, and large shrubs. This zone should be free of trees. 

Zone 2 extends out from Zone 1 from 55 to 85 feet, depending on the down side slope. The tree density goal is to thin the trees 
so that the average space between their crowns is at least 10 feet apart. Research has shown that when trees have this spacing, they 
are less likely to sustain a crown fire that can ignite a structure. 

Deciding which trees or shrubs to leave or cut depends on understanding how wildfires behave and ignite homes. In many ways, 
a homeowner needs to “think like a wildfire” when he evaluates the vegetative and other fuel conditions around his home. 

WIA provides free classes on understanding and applying defensible space guidelines to our homes. The class includes an infor-
mative video on how wildfires ignite houses in the wildland-urban interface and how applying simple defensible space guidelines can 
make a significant difference to their survival. 

Homeowners can receive a 50% cost-sharing grant (maximum of $500 per owner) to help defray some of the costs of apply-
ing defensible space to their properties. Application forms are given only to people that attend the defensible space classes. The ap-
plication form is designed to help owners evaluate the vegetation around their homes and decide which trees should be removed or 
pruned. These plan-forms are reviewed with a Tree Monitor who approves the application. The work is then done (not before ap-
proval) and cost receipts turned into the WIA office. A person will verify that the work was done as approved. The plans and cost re-
ceipts are then submitted to the state for payment. 

The number and frequency of training classes are based on the expressed interest of residents. Participation in a class may be 
obtained by calling WIA or signing up at the office. The next class is scheduled for Thursday, April 21, 7:00 PM in the Confer-
ence Room. Those that sign up will be notified about class dates and times. 

At this time, it appears that the chipping service available at the Woodmoor Fire Station last summer will not be available this 
year.  

El Paso County will operate its disposal site in the Black Forest beginning in mid-May.   Although not located in our area , until 
then, El Paso County is also operating a free yard waste collection program that is located at Rocky Top Resources (1755 E. Las Ve-
gas).   Barring adverse weather conditions, they are open every Saturday from  8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  They will accept tree limbs up 
to a maximum length of 8 feet and a maximum of 8 inches in diameter.  They do not take treated lumber, railroad ties or tree stumps.  
You may reach them at 579-9103 to confirm status.  Take I-25 South and exit at South Circle Drive to Janitell Road to E. Las Vegas. 

WIA has begun dialoguing with several tree service companies about providing monthly weekend curbside chipping service for 
owners that sign up and are willing to pay a fee. We will let you know if this can be arranged through the WIA newsletter and www.
woodmoor.org. 

50% COST SHARE GRANTS AVAILABLE 

PLACES TO DISPOSE OF TREES AND SLASH 

PROTECT YOUR HOMES FROM WILDFIRES WITH DEFENSIBLE SPACE 



           In recent months, the Directors of Forestry, Covenants and Architectural Control have brought issues to the Board’s attention that each felt needed to be 
addressed.  Because of their attention in listening to fellow homeowners and recognizing that the needs of Woodmoor community continue to evolve, the Board has 
made changes in the Rules and Regulations regarding sheds, lattice and trees.    
           Effective March 2, 2005, following notification to the owners, the Rules and Regulations of the Woodmoor Improvement Association, Design Standards Man-
ual, Part IV, Section VII, Design and Construction Guidelines, G. The Building, Page 34, 9. Storage, b) Ancillary Buildings and Sheds (vi) is hereby amended as 
follows: 

          The shed/ancillary building siding shall comply with the same standards that apply to the house on the property, and the siding 
materials and colors shall match those on the existing house.  On sheds only, if the home is stucco, siding material may be of other ap-
proved exterior wall material, but must be the same color as the stucco on the home.  Architectural accents on the house shall 
be repeated on the shed to reflect coordinated construction.            

           Trellis material has been added to the Design Standards manual as an approved material in the following 
cases.   A trellis is defined as a frame of latticework used as a screen or support for climbing plants.  As with fences, 
construction of any trellis must be approved by the ACC prior to construction and should be open in appearance. 
           Trellis construction may be of wood or plastic (vinyl) lattice panels or ladder panels.  These are available in 

4'X8', 2'X4', 8'X2' and 8'X3' sections.  Wrought iron panels could also be used. 
           Color will be determined by where the panel or panels are used.  Redwood or cedar is preferred in a garden setting, deck or patio.  If the panels are attached 
to the house, they may be painted the same color as the house. 
           Use of these panels is confined to the following: 

 1.  As part of a landscape plan - a freestanding support for climbing plants with the height limited to 4 feet, the length limited to 8 feet, or as otherwiseapp   
proved by the ACC.  If an arbor is planned, two panels of not more than 8 feet in height with a connecting arch may be used. 

 2.  As a windbreak on one side of a patio or deck only, not to be used as an enclosure.  The height may not exceed 8 feet. 
 3. To camouflage a small area used for garbage can storage or small compost pile.  The area may not exceed 20 square feet and the lattice not more than 

4 feet in height. 
 4.  As under deck space screening latticework (already approved, see page 33 of the Design Standards).  It is recommended by the Forestry Director that 

wire mesh be placed behind such lattice to prevent debris being blown under the deck, creating a fire hazard. 
           Approval will be given for a maximum of 5 years after which the owner may apply for approval extension.  A photograph of the structure must be submitted 
as proof of its condition for approval. 

           Changes in the Design Standards Manual regarding removal of trees begin on page 36 as follows: 
7. Clear cutting or removal of all trees on lots is not permitted. Owners may remove trees located within thirty (30) feet of 
their structure (home) and within five (5) feet from the designated vehicular area (driveway) without approval from the WIA. 
8.  Owners wishing to thin or cut evergreen trees thirty (30) feet beyond their structure (home) or five (5) feet from the des-

ignated vehicular area must receive approval from the Director of Forestry.  They are encouraged to use the tree spacing guidelines in “Creating Wildfire Defen-
sible Space”, Colorado State Forest Service/CSU Booklet No. 6.302 or Woodmoor’s “Protecting Your Home From Wildfires With Defensible Space.” (Copies 
are available from the WIA office). 
a)   A Tree Evaluation Request/Removal Permit must be approved before any evergreen trees larger than four (4) inches in diameter, measured at a height of 
four and one half (4.5) feet above the ground, may be cut.  Disapproved requests may be appealed first to the Director of Forestry and then to the WIA Board of 
Directors. 
b)   Trees to be removed during a new construction or major renovation project can be approved by the ACC as part of the project application.  Such trees must 
be clearly marked when the application is accepted by the WIA and will remain marked until removed, which must occur prior to the project final inspec-
tion.  These trees cannot be removed until the ACC approves the entire project. Appeals on any ACC disapproval go to the WIA Board of Directors. If one or 
more marked trees approved in the construction or renovation permit are not removed before the final project inspection, they may not be cut until the Owner 
obtains new approval on a Tree Evaluation Request/Removal Permit. 

 
           Changes regarding trees in the Rules and Regulations, Parts I,II and III are on page 10 as follows: 
S.  TREES 
1.   WIA covenants require that approval to remove trees be obtained from the Architectural Control Committee. This responsibility has been delegated to the Direc-
tor of Forestry. 
2.   Approval is required to cut down any evergreen (coniferous) tree with a diameter greater than four inches (4") measured at four and one half feet (4.5') above 
the ground. No approval is required to remove trees with smaller diameters. 
3.   Each individual tree removed without authorization constitutes a separate violation of the Rules and Regulations. 
4.   All felled trees including logs, limbs, and branches (slash) must be disposed of in such a way that all lots, whether vacant or occupied by buildings, shall be kept 
free of accumulations of slash, trash, or other materials that may constitute a fire hazard, beetle habitat, or render a lot unsightly. Firewood shall be stacked neatly a 
minimum of thirty feet (30') away from the home. 
5.    Dead or live trees and slash infested with Mountain Pine or IPS Beetles must be properly disposed of by the property owner NO LATER THAN JUNE 1 of the 
year after the trees were infested. Bark beetle infestations are a major threat to the pine trees of Woodmoor.  WIA Tree Monitors are available to assist owners 
with identifying infested trees and providing information about their safe disposal.  
6.    Property owners who fail to properly dispose of beetle infested trees by June 1 may be referred to the El Paso County Forester who has legal authority to re-
move the trees and charge the costs to the homeowner. 
7.    Dead pine trees (standing or fallen) that are NOT infested with Mountain Pine or Ips bark beetles are considered a fire hazard and a visual nuisance.  They 
should be cut down within six (6) weeks of the date that their needles turn brown. The wood from these trees may be safely used as firewood. 
8.   Fresh cut pine branches, needles, and tops (“slash”) attract Mountain Pine, Ips, and other bark beetles to adjacent trees between April to Novem-
ber.  Consequently, all tree slash needs to be chipped or removed to a disposal site to reduce the risk of beetle infestations. 
 
           Use and maintenance of trees in Woodmoor is described in detail in the Design Standard Manual (Rules & Regulations, Part IV). If you have any questions 
please contact your staff at 488-2693. 
 

SHEDS 

TRELLIS/LATTICE 

TREE REMOVAL 

WIA CHANGES IN GUIDELINES 
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The Fifth Annual 
 
 
 

 

 
  Great American Cleanup 

Saturday, May 14, 2005 
9:00 a.m. - noon 

(Rain Date - May 21, 2005) 
 

PLEASE HELP KEEP WOODMOOR BEAUTIFUL 
 

Sign up today at The Barn (1691A Woodmoor Drive) or via  
e-mail: wia@woodmoor.org 

 
On cleanup day come to The Barn or to your nearest Common Area 
and look for volunteers wearing orange vests for work assignments. 

 
Wear sturdy shoes/hiking boots, long sleeve shirts, long trousers, sun-

screen and/or a hat.  Bring work gloves, water bottle, eye protection 
(safety goggles or sun glasses).   

 
WIA will host a “Thank You” lunch of hot dogs and soft drinks at the  

Woodmoor Barn at 12:00 noon for volunteers. 
 

Questions???   
Call WIA @ 488-2693  

 

PLEASE, FOR SAFETY REASONS, NO WORKERS UNDER 
THE AGE OF 16 UNLESS ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT 

 



WOODMOOR IMPROVEMENT  
ASSOCIATION 
1691 WOODMOOR DRIVE 
MONUMENT, CO  80132 
 
PHONE: (719) 488-2693 
FAX: (719) 481-8461 
EMAIL:  w ia@woodmoor.org 
WEBSITE:  www.woodmoor.org 

May 2005 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

June 
 
1      WIA BOD Meeting  
7      Architectural Control Commit-
tee Mtg. 
14    Flag Day - Office Closed 
28    Architectural Control Commit-

      Calendar of Events 
 

May 
 
4             WIA BOD Meeting 
10   Architectural Control Committee 
Mtg. 
14  Great American Cleanup 
19   WIA Town Meeting 

April 
 

6  WIA BOD Meeting  
12  Architectural Control Committee 

Mtg. 
21    Defensible Space Training Class 
26    Architectural Control Committee 

Unless otherwise noted, all meetings will be held at 1691A Woodmoor Drive. 
THE WIA Town Meeting will be held in our community center “The Barn “at 1691 Woodmoor Drive on  

Thursday, May 19, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. 

April 2005 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Mark your calendars! 

June 2005 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   


