
















          Jeff Gerhart , one of our new volunteer Tree Monitors, points to a tree that was 
heavily infested by Mountain Pine Beetles (left). Jeff and 20 other Tree Monitors were 
very busy over the last four months making tree and lot evaluations for homeowners. 
Altogether, they completed over 200 inspections since Jan. 1. This was twice as many 
requests for Tree Monitors than for the same period last year. Approximately 35% of 
these inspected lots had trees with live MPBs. 
          By July 15, MPB trees were found on 92 properties and all but three owners had 
removed or taken steps to remove them. Most owners recognized the seriousness of the 
infestations and voluntarily removed them. Seven reluctant owners were referred to El 
Paso County for legal removal.  
          We also evaluated Woodmoor’s Common Areas and green space. We removed 
90 trees that had MPBs or had been killed by beetles or drought. 
          Last year MPBs emerged from infested trees between July 1 and October 31. The 

weeks with the highest numbers of new pitch tubes on trees occurred between August 15 and September 7. Other trees were attacked before and after 
this period. Given the 12-month regeneration cycle of this insect, their offspring should also emerge at the same time and in the same proportions as 
last year.  
          A distinction is made between trees that were infested last summer (2004) and those that will be attacked this summer (2005). The offspring of 
last year’s beetles will infest new trees between now and November. Their eggs will emerge as adult beetles to attack trees next year (2006). 
 

Woodmoor’s policy for cutting and disposing of trees with live MPBs discovered between July 1 to  
October 31 is: 

 

■ Trees infested last year (2004) - Cut and dispose of infested wood within 2 weeks of discovery. 
■ Trees infested between July 1 and  Oct. 31 - Leave infested trees until beetles stop flying (Oct 31). Remove them between Nov. 1 and  Dec. 15. 
■ 2005 infested trees discovered after Oct. 31 – Remove or dispose of them within 30 days of discovery. 
          Our policy to not cut 2005 infested trees before Oct. 31 is based on a recommendation from the Colorado State Forest Service. Their experience 
indicates that trees attacked early in the season will attract later flying beetles. If these trees are removed too soon, the later flying beetles will infest 
other trees. The first infested trees attract the later flying beetles to these trees rather than new trees. 

Trees With Yellow or Brown Needles 
          Undetected trees killed by last year’s MPB attacks are beginning to show up throughout Woodmoor. Their needles are rapidly turning from green 
to yellow to brown. Normally they have telltale pitch tubes, woodpecker holes, or other signs of MPB attacks. 
          If these trees have live MPBs, the beetles will complete their life cycle in these “dead” trees and emerge to infest new trees. Do not be fooled. 
They are just as dangerous as beetles in trees with green needles. They should be removed and disposed of as soon as possible to prevent attacks on 
neighboring trees. 

          The more than doubling of tree and lot evaluation requests over the last four months put considerable pressure on our forestry volunteers. The WIA 
Board is most appreciative of their service to our community.  
          Our newest volunteers are: Jeff Gerhart, Linda Grice, Chuck Maher, Dick Rene, and Jennifer Waddell. Our veterans are: Bob Gountanis, Don 
Graham, Larry Johnson, Erik Lessing, Rhealene Lessing, Mike Malivuk, Steve McCutcheon, Benny Nasser, Bill Nealon, Bob Pietsch, John 
Roach, John Schumaker, Ken Shorter, Tim Spelman, Jim Taylor, Marian Taylor, and Jim Woodman. And special thanks to Matt Beseau, WIA’s 
forestry administrator, for his great coordination efforts. - - Again, thank you all very much! 

 

More Forestry Volunteers Are Needed 
 

          We need additional people to be trained and help serve others in Woodmoor. If you are interested in becoming a forestry volunteer or learning 
more about what they do, please contact Matt at the WIA office (ph. 488-2693). 

Mountain Pine Beetle (MPB) Update 

“Well Done!” Forestry Volunteers 



By Hans Post,  Director of Woodmoor Public Safety & 
     Kevin Nielsen, WPS Chief 

         This year WPS has been very busy and is on pace to answer more calls than any previous year.  Our most prevalent crime in 
Woodmoor remains criminal mischief, commonly referred to as vandalism.  Although this is our most prevalent crime, we have seen a 
sharp decrease this year.  So far we have had 33 reported incidents compared to 92 reported last year during the same time period.  One 
of the more serious crimes reported is burglary and we’ve only had one reported this year.  In fact, this occurred at the car wash at the 
Woodmoor Center and an alert WPS officer discovered the crime and caught the perpetrator.  Last year we had 2 residential burglaries 
reported to WPS.  In addition there was one case where computer equipment was stolen from an unlocked vehicle parked in a resident’s 
driveway. These figures are very encouraging (crime statistics for our general area are available through the Woodmoor web site at http://
www.woodmoor.org/WPS/wps_reports.htm). You can also look at a synopsis of monthly WPS reports through the same link. 
         This year we do have concerns in one particular area and that is with the amount of fireworks complaints.  We already have re-
ceived almost twice as many complaints as in all of 2004.  This is probably due to a tent set up near the Woodmoor Center selling ap-
proved fireworks prior to July 4. Permits were properly given by the proper authorities however, WIA has tried to convince the operator to 
warn buyers that fireworks cannot be used in Woodmoor (or for that matter in Monument and Palmer Lake), but he refused to do so.  WIA 
has acquired several more banners warning residents that fireworks are prohibited, which were posted on roads leading to the tent and 
on major entry points to Woodmoor. Still some residents claimed they were not aware of the ban on fireworks. WIA will try to prevent the 
situation with the fireworks tent from recurring next year and make sure that banners are up to warn residents, in addition to Newsletter 
articles and web site postings and e-mailings. 
         Although we have had more moisture this year, that also means we have more growth and therefore more fuel to burn, so please 
don’t risk setting off a wildfire by using fireworks.  Woodmoor is located in an area designated Urban-Wildland Interface, in which use and 
possession of fireworks is not legal. In addition the Covenants do not allow use of fireworks. WIA takes fire safety in our beautiful 
neighborhood seriously. So please remember, no fireworks of any kind are allowed in Woodmoor at anytime.  You may be the most 
responsible person in all of Woodmoor, but are you sure all your neighbors are as well?  If you’re caught using them, you will be fined. 
And the fines go up to $1000! 
         The El Paso County Department of Transportation (EPCDOT) is responsible for all the roads in Woodmoor.  This includes pave-
ment, grading, plowing, repair, and signage.  Every year WPS inspects each road in Woodmoor and notes particular areas that are in 
need of repair.  This may include potholes, broken shoulders, sunken areas, and even large areas of erosion in the pavement that has 
been up to eight inches deep.  We report these areas to EPCDOT for a service repair. EPCDOT include our requests into their own regu-
lar maintenance program. So far EPCDOT have been quite responsive to our requests. It’s true that we’re only looking for the worst areas 
for this report, as we know that the EPCDOT budget is quite small, but if you have an area that you would like fixed, you can request a 
repair by calling EPCDOT at 520-6460. 
         One of our increasingly popular services to residents is the vacation checks.  If you leave, you can call WPS and we will check 
your house once a day and note any discrepancies on a log. Of course you or your caretaker will be notified immediately of any discrep-
ancies needing attention now. This service has been in existence since the 1980s.  We’re averaging 46 vacation checks a day and it’s not 
uncommon for us to reach over 100 during major holidays.  We used to charge $2.00 a day for this service but since the mid 1990s we 
simply ask for a donation.  For the past few years’ requests for vacation checks have risen but donations have not increased at the same 
rate.  In fact, we’re now averaging $0.63 overall per daily check, donated by about 30% of the residents using the service.  We have hired 
an 8th officer this July (mostly because of increasing development in and around Woodmoor) and will have enough capacity to devote to 
vacation checks for some time. But a point may come where the balance between requests and available manpower trips. At that time we 
need to have a basis for expansion or limit the service in some way.   Therefore, we continue to ask for voluntary donations from those 
using the service to help keep this valuable and comforting service possible in the long term. 
         One of the more exciting and useful things that we have done in recent years was the purchase of a Speed Monitoring Awareness 
Trailer (SMART-trailer).  The trailer can be set up to monitor the traffic on any road in Woodmoor.  It will display the current speed of on-
coming vehicles and will flash the speed if the vehicle is over the posted speed limit.  But more importantly, it monitors all vehicles that 
pass the trailer in both directions and records the speed and time of passing.  It generates extensive reports, which we can use to warn 
residents of danger areas and to pass information on excessive speeding to the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office (EPSO) for law enforce-
ment purposes and pass information on road usage to the EPCDOT for road safety purposes and possibly to change traffic patterns if, for 
instance, cut-through traffic through Woodmoor to other destinations becomes too heavy.   
         Response on the Town Hall meeting issue of coordination with the Lewis Palmer School system on traffic issues in Woodmoor has 
been underwhelming. Both our contacts with the school and resident input on the issue do not lead to the conclusion that such coopera-
tion is currently wanted. WPS will therefore continue monitoring traffic and noting areas of concern, the results of which will be used as 
indicated above.  
 



 

 

         In January of 2005, per the recommendation of a resident, the Woodmoor Improvement Association Board of Directors 
initiated the “Woodmoor Good Neighbor Award”.  The Good Neighbor Award is a way to recognize fellow residents whose 
generous neighborly deeds normally go unrecognized. There is no special format, or criteria (other than being a WIA mem-
ber in good standing) to nominate someone for this award.  If someone in Woodmoor does something that you think is de-
serving of special recognition, all you have to do is write up a brief narrative of what they did and submit it to WIA.   
        This will be either a quarterly or semiannual award depending on the number of nominations.  Winners will be posted 
on the Woodmoor web site and in future newsletters.  The only stipulations are that self nominations are not allowed; nomi-
nees must be a resident of Woodmoor; and nominations must be submitted at least 30 days prior to the end of each quarter 
(1 March, 1 Jun, 1 Sep, and 1 Dec).    
        Examples of  acts of kindness you  may want to acknowledge someone for include (but are not limited to) volunteering 
to take you shopping when you otherwise have no way of getting out; shoveling your driveway for you during severe snow-
storms so you can get out; helping with yard work such as raking up dead pine needles and leaves to promote fire safety; 
clearing debris out of gutters; or any other kind act that you want to recognize someone for.  Nominating an individual is just 
a more visible way of saying "thank you" and recognizing some of the outstanding residents we have living in Woodmoor.  If 
you have an individual you would like to acknowledge please submit their names and why you are nominating them by the 
end of each quarter (1 March, 1 Jun, 1 Sep, and 1 Dec).    

        Dave and Wendy Reinecke were nominated by 
a fellow neighbor and unanimously voted a “Good 
Neighbor” by the Woodmoor Improvement Associa-
tion Board of Directors. 
        The Reinecke’s neighbors truly appreciate their 
pleasant and helpful attitude and continue to be im-
pressed by the Reinecke’s care in keeping their prop-
erty in excellent shape, even in the midst of large 
improvement projects.  Additionally, the Woodmoor 
Forestry Department is grateful for the generous vol-
unteerism Dave exhibited in helping an absentee 
neighbor whose property was threatened with Moun-
tain Pine Beetle.  
        We congratulate the Reinecke’s for  their will-
ingness to help their neighbors and for fostering a 
spirit of goodwill within our community and en-
hancing the property values of all Woodmoor owners 
by consistently maintaining and improving their 
home and property.  



September 2005 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

October 
 
5  WIA BOD Meeting  
10    Columbus Day - Office Closed 
11    Architectural Control Committee 
       Mtg. 

      Calendar of Events 
 

September 
 
5  Labor Day - Office Closed 
7      WIA BOD Meeting 
13    Architectural Control Committee 
        Mtg. 

August 
 

3   WIA BOD Meeting  
9      Architectural Control Committee 
        Mtg. 
18  Defensible Space Training Class 

Unless otherwise noted, all meetings will be held at 1691A Woodmoor Drive. 
 
 

August 2005 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

Mark your calendars! 

October 2005 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      


