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 For 2007 we identified communication with residents as one of our top 
priorities. So far we have made improvements in the Newsletter and the web-
site, upgraded our telephone system and organized meetings with residents 
when an important development occurred in their local area. We are also 
working with the local media (the weekly TriLakes Tribune and the monthly 
Our Community News) to ensure that relevant information from our monthly 
meetings is covered. Please let us know if we’re on the right track, if we need 
to make changes and, if so, what you would like us to do. 
 We have changed the format and frequency of our newsletter since 
last year. We would very much like to hear what you think about it. Are we pro-
viding relevant and timely information? If not, what  issues would you like us to 
write about? And when would you like to be informed about those issues? 
Please let us know! 
 We have a website to help you find pertinent information on living in 
Woodmoor. We would like to hear what you think about the quality and acces-
sibility of the information provided. Is everything you need provided? Was it 
easy to find? Would you like to see other information? If so, what information? 
How should it be presented? Please let us know! 
 Another way we can reach you is with email. If you would like to get 
email from us (wia@woodmoor.org) if and when an important development 
occurs in your local area or in Woodmoor as a whole, please sign up on our 
website at www.woodmoor.org.  
 During the garage sales the weekend of 20-22 July, I visited with many 

residents. This gave me an opportunity to buy stuff to fill my own garage for 

next year’s garage sale, but more importantly to have a chat with some of our 

residents. I was pleasantly surprised to hear  that  almost everyone I talked to 

was very happy to live in Woodmoor and had few complaints. Some sugges-

tions were made and some questions were asked. I have forwarded those to 

our staff to resolve. To those of you I spoke with, thank you for letting me know 

what you think. Those of you who I missed, you can always contact the WIA 

office to let us know if you are happy or if we can make improvements. And 

lastly, it was very good to hear so many residents  thanking me for serving on 

your Board. Thank you all for making my weekend! 

                   Hans Post, President 
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Check out our  
 new Forestry  

website at  
www. 

woodmoor.org 

Un-thinned oaks.  Thick, dense brush with excess dead 
material. No spacing between clumps of oaks and vegeta-

tion continuous from ground to tops of oaks.   
Dangerous ladder fuel.  

     The relationship of Woodmoor residents and scrub oak seems to be either a love or  hate 
relationship.  Those who love them enjoy their privacy, fall color, resistance to pests, drought, 
and their ability to create a barrier from cars and noise.  Those who hate them loathe their 
scrubbiness, fire risk, unsightly dead wood and their propensity for re-sprouting. 
     Scrub Oak, (Quercus gambelii), also know as Gambel Oak, thrives in elevations of 4,000-
8,000 feet and can be found flourishing in Arizona, New Mexico, Utah and Colorado.  Scrub oak 
can take on a variety of forms, from low growing shrubs to trees reaching 50 feet in height.  Al-
though scrub oak wood is hard and dense, its branches are irregular and crooked, making them 
flexible and resistant to breaking when covered with heavy snow.  It is a deciduous shrub that is 
very adaptable and finds a niche in the under story of Ponderosa Pines as well as existing in 
clumps or stands by itself. 
     Scrub oak has a reputation of being very difficult to control.  They tend to grow in clumps that 
are interconnected by an extensive root system that is characterized by both shallow rhizomes 
and deep roots. The large underground structure of scrub oak supports rapid and extensive 
sprouting following removal of the above ground portion. This vegetative reproduction is often 
dependent on disturbances such as fire and cutting.  In other words, cutting the oak stimulates 
additional growth.  Because of its ability to reproduce, residents will have a difficult time trying to 
eradicate all of the scrub oak from their lots.  There is a way, however, to make your scrub oak 
more fire-resistant, more attractive and healthier. 
     To improve the look and fire-resistance of scrub oak, follow these rules: 

1.  Prune out dead branches and branches with signs of disease at least once a year. 
2.  Prune up the small branches of the scrub oak to 40-50% of its total height.  This  will 

  make the scrub oak take on the shape of a tree. 
3.  Reduce large areas of scrub oak into “Islands” with space around the area equal to 2½ 

  times  the  height  of  the  scrub  oak.  For example, for a 10-foot  high  clump  of  oak,  
  provide 25 feet of spacing until the next island of oak to create a fuel break. 
4.  Remove scrub oak from underneath the canopy of Ponderosa Pines and other trees.  
  Oak under pines creates a ladder fuel that can easily ignite the Ponderosa. 
5. Consider using an herbicide (such as Garlon) immediately after cutting to reduce        

regrowth. 
     Just like with Ponderosa Pine, WIA is in alignment with the Forest Service and the Fire Au-
thority by suggesting thinning of oaks to reduce fire risk to your home as well as increasing the 
health and aesthetics of your lot.  For more information on thinning or for a lot evaluation, con-
tact the WIA office at 488-2693, Ext. 1002. 

Thinned oaks.  Dead material removed.   
Oaks pruned up to 50% of height.  Adequate spacing provided 

around oak making an attractive shrub.   
Reduced fire risk. 
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     The Chipping Weekend on June 2nd & 3rd was a huge success.  The late storms of May 
left many residents with downed and broken trees on their lots.  During the Chipping  
Weekend over 440 loads of slash were processed during the 8 hours of service.  This had 
a huge impact on the amount of slash lying around Woodmoor.  Many thanks to our sup-
porters, Tree Masters, TriLakes Monument Fire Authority, TriLakes Disposal and WIA For-
estry volunteers for making it happen! 
     Because of the excellent response, we are planning one Fall Chipping Day on Satur-
day, September 22nd to be held at TriLakes Monument Fire Authority (1855 Woodmoor 
Dr.) from 10am – 2pm.  Plan on bringing in your slash and a suggested donation of $5 per 
load. Also, if you own a truck, how about helping out your elderly or sedan-driving 
neighbors? Offer to bring a load for them!   
     Remember, keeping slash on your property is not only a covenant violation; it is a fire 
hazard and will attract beetles to your healthy trees. 
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July and August mark the height of the Mountain Pine Beetle flying season in Woodmoor.  
We are not alone in our struggle to keep Mountain Pine Beetle out of our forests.  The 
beetle is native to North America and is found from the Pacific Coast east to the Black 
Hills of South Dakota and from northern British Columbia and western Alberta south into 
northwestern Mexico (fig. 1 from US Dept of Agriculture). Its habitat ranges from near sea 
level in British Columbia to 11,000 feet (3,353 m) in Colorado. 
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     In Woodmoor, Mountain Pine Beetle (MPB) are attracted to well-established Ponderosa Pines.  The beetle 
generally attacks the lower 15 feet of the tree and infestation is usually indicated by the presence of pitch 
tubes. Pitch tubes are made when female beetles bore into the tree in hopes of establishing the next genera-

tion of pine beetle for the following season.  
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     If you suspect that you have a tree with Mountain Pine Beetle, contact the 
WIA office (488-2693) and ask for an evaluation from a Forestry Volunteer.  The 

Forestry Volunteer can confirm the diagnosis, provide you with a permit to cut the 
tree and give you advice on how to dispose of the cut material properly to  

prevent additional infestation.  
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Get your answers to tree health, thinning and pruning,  
nuisance wildlife, being a Firewise Community and links to 

additional Forestry Resources by going to WIA’s new  
Forestry website at www.woodmoor .org 

Pitch tubes vary from 0.5 
inches to 2 inches in size and 
will resemble a gooey mass 
with white to  reddish pitch.   

All Forestry articles and the new Forestry website courtesy of Amy Smith, Director of Forestry 




